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CORRESPONDENCE. 



The So-called Cancelled Fasciculus of Cassin's Illustrations. 

Editors of ' The Auk : ' — 

Dear Sirs: — In the Biblipgraphical Appendix to Coues's ' Birds of the 
Colorado Valley,' there appears this citation : " 1853. Cassin, Js Unti- 
tled fasciculus of his Illustrations of the Birds of Texas, California," etc. 
Then follow these notes : "The first part issued of this work was a trial 
or specimen number, which was cancelled as unsatisfactory, and is there- 
fore scarcely citable. Several bound copies, however, are extant ; they 
bear no title, date, or imprint, and are not paged. They consist of 15II. 
of text and 5 pll., representing Xanthura luxuosa, Melanerpes formici- 
vorus, Chamcea fasciata, Lophopkanes atricristatns, and Crytonyx mas- 
sena. See 1853-55 and 1856, Cassin, J." 

There is a copy of the fasciculus in the Library of the Academy of Nat- 
ural Sciences of Philadelphia, and an examination will show that the pre- 
ceding citation and notes are erroneous in almost every respect. To 
begin with, the fasciculus has a paper cover bearing the following title : 
'Illustrations | of the | Birds of California, Texas, | and | British and 
Russian America. | Intended to comprise all the species of North America 
except Mexico, not figured by | former American authors, and to serve as 
I a supplement | to the octavo edition of | Audubon's Birds of America. 
I By I John Cassin, | . . . . and | Henry L. Stevens, | .... To be com- 
pleted in thirty numbers, published monthly. | Philadelphia: [ King & 
Baird, Printers, No. 9 Sanson Street. | 1852. 

From this it will be seen that not only is there a title, but its wording 
is quite different from Cassin's ' Illustrations,' (1853-55) > tn at the work has 
a joint authorship ; and that the date of publication is 1852. 

The pages are numbered at the bottom, each species separately,^', e., the 
text relating to the Mexican Jay is numbered 1-4, and the synopsis of the 
genus Parus, 1-5. In the later work six pages are devoted to the Mexican 
Jay, while the synopsis of the genus Parus is reduced to four, showing 
that the text was considerably changed in this issue. 

It is not likely that the fasciculus under consideration was cancelled as 
unsatisfactory, at least as far as the plates are concerned, as they are supe- 
rior to those of the later work, and were drawn and lithographed by 
Henry L. Stephens; those in the later work (1853-55) were drawn by 
Geo. G. White and Wm. E. Hitchcock, and lithographed, printed and col- 
ored by J. T. Bowen. The earlier plates, five in all, are not numbered, and 
if numbered according to their insertion would compare as follows with 
those in the first part of the later work : 
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Cassin and Stevens, 1852. 


Cassin, 1853. 
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Cyanocorax luxuosus (Lesson). 


1. Cyanocorax luxuosus(Lesson). 
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Melanerpes formicivorus 


2. Melanerpes formicivorus 




(Swainson). 


(Swains.). 
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Chamaea fasciata (Gambel). 


3. Lophophanes atricristatus 

(Cassin). 
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Lophophanes atricristatus 

(Cassin). 


4. Cyrtonyx Massena (Lesson). 
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Crytonyx Massena (Lesson). 


5. Larus Heermanni (Cassin). 



The present copy' bears in pencil, in Cassin's handwriting, this note : 
" Suppressed number." 

It is evident that this " suppressed number " must be cited as a separate 
work, distinct from Cassin's 'Illustrations, etc' (1853-55), as it differs in 
so many respects from it, and has a joint authorship. The suppression 
of a work does not mean that it is not citable as long as one or more 
copies exist in a place of reference. 

William J. Fox, 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

Baron Edmond de Selys Longschamps, whose death at the age of 
87 was announced in the last number of this journal (XVlll, p. 219) was 
born at Paris, May 25, 1813, though a descendant of an eminent family of 
Liege, Belgium, of which country he was not only a citizen but where he 
was prominent in political affairs, being successively councilor, deputy, 
senator, vice-president, and finally president of the Belgian Senate. His 
scientific writings cover a wide field, he being a recognized authority on 
the Odonata (dragon-flies), and wrote extensively on mammals and birds. 
His first paper, on the birds and insects of Belgium, was published in 
1 83 1, when he was eighteen years of age, and was followed by a long series 
of contributions to scientific literature, including reviews and briefer 
notices as well as many original monographs, for the most part relating 
to Vertebrates. In 1839 he contributed a notable paper to the ' Revue 
Zoologique' on the classification of Passerine birds, and in 1844 appeared 
his 'Faune Beige,' part one being devoted to the Vertebrate Fauna of 
Belgium, birds occupying pp. 45-108. A most noteworthy contribution 
to mammalogy was his 'Etudes de Micromammalogie,' published in 
1839, — a work so much in advance of the time that its great merits were 



